	Online Project – Who Lives Here (http://wholiveshere2009.synthasite.com/)
Activity #2 – What is Here Called?
Student Objectives
· Students will research and determine the habitat that their school environment is a part of.  
· Students will explain their reasoning in determining the appropriate habitat.
· Students will share the results of their observations with other classrooms.

Science VSC: 1.4.B.1.
1. Seek better reasons for believing something than “Everybody know that….” or “I just know” and discount such reasons given by others.
a. Develop explanation using knowledge possessed and evidence from observations, reliable print resources, and investigations.
b. Offer reasons for findings and consider reasons suggested by others.

Science VSC: 1.4.C.1.
1. Recognize that clear communication is an essential part of doing science because it enables scientists to inform others about their work, expose their idea to criticism by other scientists, and stay informed about scientific discoveries around the world.
d    Construct and share reasonable explanations for questions asked.

Motivator
Place 4 large pieces of paper around the classroom.  Each paper should have the name of a habitat (desert, wetland, forest, bay).  Ask groups to work together and go from paper to paper and write what they already know about each habitat.  Ask students how what we know about habitats might help us decide where a plant or animal lives.  Ask students if there is any additional information we need to know to help us make this decision. In this lesson students will research habitats and determine which habitat their school environment is a part of.

Modeling (I Do) Show students the materials they will be using. Model the process without telling them the results!

Guided Practice (We Do)
Students will work in groups to research habitats using books and the Internet.  (Internet links for research are included on the online project tab titled: Research Resources.)  Students will work together to determine the habitat that their environment is a part of.

Differentiation
Students will self-select reference material based on appropriate reading levels.  Students will work collaboratively during research.  Students will be provided with a graphic organizer to write their explanations.   (Extension and cross curricular activities can be found on the online project tab titled: Extensions.)  

Assessment (You Do) 
Each student will create a VoiceThread which will include a picture of the habitat that their school environment is a part of and an explanation of why their school environment is a part of this habitat. 



